   “Friends, welcome to the 85th Annual Last Man’s Dinner.  On behalf of the membership of the Last Man’s Club and American Legion Post 38, I thank you for joining us this evening.  I am Commander Rodney Thomas of the Haddonfield American Legion.

Today April 7th, I’m reminded of April 7th, 1944. On that day Field Marshall Montgomery of the British Army presented his plans for the D-Day landings to the British Prime Minister Winston Churchill, and the Allied commanders.

Two months later on June 6th, 1944, the D Day Landing occurred in Normandy France. On that fateful day, thousands of Americans lost their lives fighting for our freedom. Many died that day, barely by the age of 20. Their bodies were battered and broken. The ocean waves turned red from their blood. Some gave all for your freedom. But freedom is never free.

I want you to look around this room and remember your freedom is because of the men and women veterans in this room. Take a look at the table with the 5 men wearing blue jackets. They are our dignitaries from the Korean War. They are a band of brothers, a bond forged in the trenches. Take a look at the table where Tom Riley sits. This is part of our history, and we don’t know how long we’ll be privileged to be in their presence. In this room all our veterans gave some. Some of our veterans in this room were battered but never broken. Some struggle with their physical injuries, acquired illnesses like cancer, or emotional challenges like their PTSD from their service. All of them gave some for your freedom. 

This is why we have the Last Man’s Dinner. 

We are here to honor those who have gone before us—our comrades, our brothers and sisters, who answered the call and have now answered their final roll call. We remember their laughter, their friendship, their courage, and their sacrifice. To never forget those who served.

If you’re a veteran but not a member of our American Legion, I can fix that right now. Here’s an application to join us. (Hold up the application form.)  Because all of you have so much to give.

THANK YOU  
